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Tahgigat-e Kalami
Islamic Theology Studies

An Academic Quarterly
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Explaining and Examining the Solutions of
Ash‘ari Theologians to the Problem of Incompatibility
between the Necessity of Consenting to Divine Judgment
and not Consenting to Sins.

Ruhullah Zainlit
Abstract

The incompatibility of having to consent to divine judgment and not consenting
to sins is one of the problems faced by those who believe in the omnipresence of
divine will. In the works of Ash‘ar theologians, ten solutions are provided for this
problem, which can be divided into three parts: explanatory, interpretative and
analytic. Separation between the words kada (lit. to judge) and kufr (lit. disbelief),
distorting the meaning of kada and differentiating between brief and detailed
explanation are among the explanatory solutions; Separation between ordered
(ma’murun bihi) and non-ordered (ghayr ma’marun bihi) kadas, assigning the
narrative reason of non-satisfaction to believing servants, separating consent from
action in relation to agent and capable, and denying that kada belongs to sins
considering the sin as sin are of interpretative solutions; and separating will from
consent, separation between kada and the object of kada and denying the ugliness of
sin and the necessity of not consenting to it are analytical solutions. By examining
these solutions, it becomes clear that none of them can solve the problem
completely, and this problem still challenged the theological foundations of the
Ash‘arfs.

Keywords: inclusion of divine will, consent to kada, non-consent to sin, the
Ash‘ari solutions, criticism of the Ash‘aris.

1. Faculty member of University of Hakim Sabzawari. ruhollal2@gmail.com
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The Reality of Religion on the Basis of
the Imam’s Wilayah

Reza Berenjkar®
Emdad Tooran?
Sayed Mehdi Mirbagheri®

Yahya Abdulahi*
Abstract

Referring to the Hadith teachings, this research explains the place of "Imam’s
Wilayah (guardianship)” in "religion" and establishes a more complete religious
foundation that can improve the popular perception of religion. In the common
definitions, religion means "Shari‘a‘" which, in its most complete form, includes the
three areas of "ethics, beliefs, and statements”, but based on the teachings of
revelation, the main and central element of religion in a positive way is "Wilayah"
which begins of “the Wilayah of Almighty God” and through “the Wilayah of the
purified Imams” flows over other creatures. "The Divine Wilayah" is the flow of
guidance and guardianship of man, which leads to his growth through the path of
voluntary choice of man and acceptance of this guardianship (tawalli). On the
contrast, there is the current of Wilayah of Taghut (lit. tyrant but meant all kinds of
satanic, evil or non-divine forces), which is the current of human astray. Both the
currents of Wilayah of the right and Wilayah of the false are under the "divinity" of
God Almighty, therefore, God's divinity can be considered as the source and origin
of religion, but the reality of religion lies at the first level of "the divine Wilayah"
and then flows in "Shari‘a". On this basis, "Shari‘a" is the rites of acceptance of this
guardianship (tawalli). By referring to narrative texts about Imam's Wilayah and
categorizing them, in this research this hypothesis is proven that religion should be
defined on the axis of "Wilayah" and not "divinity" and "Shari‘a"

Keywords: religion, divinity, Wildayah, Shari‘a, Imam.
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Tahgigat-e Kalami
Islamic Theology Studies
An Academic Quarterly

Vol.11, No.41, July-September 2023

A

Semantic Fields of Divine Will in Qur’anic Verses

Akbar Aqvam Karbasi*
Abstract

Divine will, as the most important concept in explaining divine activity, is
among the concepts that have been paid attention to throughout the history of
Kalam, and various ideas such as "movement", "motif" and "knowledge" have been
used to explain its nature. Contrary to many theories, the Holy Qur’an considers the
will to be an event and one of the attributes of the act and as a divine acts, which
includes both fields of creation and legislation, the realization of which is of levels.
The alternatives or companions of will in the Qur’an, such as Mashiyyah (lit.
providence), takdir (lit. predestination), kada (lit. to judge), kitab (lit. the book), idhn
(lit. permission) and adjal (lit. deadline for life), are in fact these levels, although
only the names of these levels can be found in the Holy Qur’an, and no results can
be obtained from their influence and impression or their progress and delay, in the
system of narrations, this matter is well explained. The image of the divine will
offered in the Qur’an is almost far from what is common today in the theological and
philosophical tradition, which considers the will as one of the attributes of the
essence and equal and comparable to the attribute of divine knowledge, and this
important matter will have a significant role in the process of deducing the belief
statements.

Keywords: will, providence, kada, kadar, attribute of essence and act.

1. Faculty member of the Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, research center of
Philosophy and Kalam. akbarkarbassi@gmail.com
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Knowing the Harms of Ghuluww in
the Thoughts of Iranian Salafism

Mohammad Mehdi Mousavi*
Abstract

Due to misunderstanding in discerning the dignity of the Imams, the Iranian
Salafism, like some enlightened intellectuals, has suffered negligence and failure,
and they have denied any attribute or virtue for Imams under the pretext of ghuluww
(lit. extremism or exaggeration). The present article is an exploration of the harms of
the ghuluww phenomenon from the point of view of this nascent trend, which, by
presenting evidences, has explained the semantics, thematics, indicators and fields of
ghuluww from the point of view of this trend. In the opinion of this group, being
superhuman, opposing the Qur'an, and the Hadith narrator being ghalr (extremist or
exaggerator) or being accused of ghuluww are three criteria for a belief to be
extremist. Not paying attention to the exact separation of the meaning of
superhuman, considering rationally impossible and comparing the positions of the
Imams with their own ideas, not paying attention to the family of Qur’anic verses in
a subject or in other words all the verses together, not distinguishing between the
independence or non-independence of the superhuman dignities and improper
impression of Ridjal knowledge are among the most important causes of such
illusions. This revisionist current have mentioned different fields for this
phenomenon that are considerable and investigable.

Keywords: ghuluww (extremism), the ghalis (extremists), superhuman,
accusation of ghuluww, Iranian Salafism.
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The Factors Affecting the Social Production of Faith from
the Perspective of Qur’anic Verses and Narrations

Sayyedah Shima Anousheh®
Abstract

Examining and precision in religious propositions show the importance of the
role and responsibility that society has in strengthening and weakening faith, an
issue that is referred to as "social production™ in sociological literature, and its
meaning ranges from formation, continuation and strengthening to weakening and
the decline of faith in different social structures, situations or contexts are considered
different or under their influence. Therefore, in case of weakness of an individual’s
faith and its consequences, the responsibility is not only on the individual, but also
on the society to the extent that we can even talk about the greater responsibility of
the society in weakening the individual faith. The present article has tried to examine
the role of social factors affecting "faith™ by referring to Islamic texts and using the
"thematic analysis" method. The findings showed that the following three factors
play a role in the social production of faith: "social ties" (including family ties,
friendships and communication between people and prophets, spiritual leaders and
religious scholars), "social culture and traditions” and "social crises and special
situations” (such as disasters and social pressures and hardships such as the situation
of war and Jihad).

Keywords: faith (Iman), social production of faith, culture, social crises,
social ties.
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The Role of Divine Hudjadj (Proofs) in the Progress
and Improvement of Human Worldly Life

Ali Babazadeh!

Sayed Hasan taleghani?
Abstract

In today's society, this idea has spread that religions and divine Hudjdjahs (lit.
proofs but terminologically means: the prophets, Imams, especially the latter) have
nothing to do with the worldly life of human beings and they have only invited
people to otherworldly matters such as the knowledge of God, heaven and hell, and
similar issues. This attitude has caused the general public not to look for religious
teachings and knowledge in the programs related to worldly life, and as a result, to
progress in various worldly issues, they only refer to their intellect and consider
themselves exempt from divine Hudjdajah in this field. In this regard, this misgiving
arises that religion is incomplete for people's worldly affairs. This article claim is
that the divine Hudjdjahs are not only in matters of the hereafter, but also in worldly
affairs are the source of reference for people and open the way. According to the
evidence of history, most of the people at different times turned away from divine
Hudjdjahs and did not refer to them; Because of this, many developments did not
come about or were made possible with slowness. However, according to the
existing contexts, the divine Hudjdjahs have had solutions and innovations in the
path of society's progress in various fields. The people's non-compliance with divine
Hudjdjahs, the lack of a proper context, being under the supervision of the rulers,
and the difficulty of people's communication with them did not prevent the divine
Hudjdjahs from playing an effective role in various fields of human material life. By
exploring the narrations and historical data and presenting a report and analyzing the
new and constructive teachings and programs of the Divine Hudjdjahs, this research
aims to show their role in advancing and improving the level of knowledge and well-
being of human life. These innovations and plans are arranged in three sections of
biological, safety and social needs.

Keywords: religious achievements, Divine Hudjdjahs, worldly benefits of
Imams, material life, society progress, invention and discovery.
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